
BITS 
             and 

PIECES
Quilters Guild of Indianapolis                                  March 2021

President’s Message
We	con'nue	with	our	theme	for	2021.	Community	-	(re)connec'ng	and	staying	connected	un'l	we	
can	actually	be	together.	 	Even	in	the	midst	of	a	pandemic,	we	are	a	very	ac've	guild	trying	to	keep	
everyone	that	wants	to	be	involved	and	quil'ng.			

We	had	our	first	guild	wide	‘virtual’	Sew	In	on	Zoom	on	Feb	16th	with	20	par'cipants.		We	got	to	chat	
and	sew	together.	I	got	to	talk	with	some	folks	I	don’t	know	as	well.	 	It	was	fun	and	I	encourage	you	
all	to	par'cipate	in	the	next	virtual	Sew	In	on	March	6,	from	11	am	-	1	pm.			

Melissa	Snyder	is	star'ng	a	virtual	bee	for	folks	to	come	together	to	‘sew	Suzie’s	stash’.	Could	it	be	
the	 called	 the	 ‘SoSS	Connec'on’	 (Sew	on	Suzie’s	 Stash)?	 	Details	 are	on	page	3	 -	 look	 for	Melissa	
Snyder,	Beekeeper.	I	encourage	you	to	join	the	fun	and	try	a	virtual	bee.		I	am	finding	one	of	the	best	
side	benefits	is	that	I	actually	set	that	'me	aside	and	sew!!!	

If	you	are	in	a	bee	currently	and	would	like	your	bee	to	meet	virtually,	we	would	be	happy	to	help	set	
up	 virtual	 bee	 mee'ngs	 using	 the	 guilds’	 Zoom	 account.	 	 Please	 contact	 Melissa	 Snyder	 or	
qgiwebsite@gmail.com	and	we’ll	get	you	connected.	

The	2022	Quilt	Show	prepara'ons	are	underway.		There	is	no	beZer	way	to	get	connected	and	meet	
new	people	than	ge[ng	involved	and	serving	on	the	quilt	show	commiZee	is	a	great	way	to	do	just	
that.			Look	for	more	informa'on	and	opportuni'es	to	help	in	the	coming	months.	

Connected…	get	 it?	What	the	year	 is	all	about.	 	Have	you	reached	out	to	reconnect	with	someone	
you’ve	lost	touch?	I	hope	you’ll	take	the	'me	to	do	that.		I	don’t	know	who	benefits	more	when	you	
do	this,	the	you	or	the	person	you	call!		It’s	a	fun,	kind,	easy	thing	to	do.		

As	these	winter	days	drag	on,	it’s	so	important	that	we	take	care	of	ourselves.	Though	quil'ng	can	be	
a	solitary	ac'vity,	for	the	most	part,	quilters	are	social	people.	We	like	to	
share	our	process	and	our	projects.	 	We	enjoy	the	inspira'on	offered	in	
seeing	 other	 folks’	 projects.	 	 We	 appreciate	 the	 skill	 of	 our	 fellow	
quilters.	 	 It’s	what	we	miss	 in	our	guild	mee'ngs	and	quilt	 shows	and	
retreats.		They’ll	all	be	back,	in	due	'me.	

Un'l	then	quilt	on.		

I	hope	to	see	you	on	a	Zoom	some'me	soon!	

Lynn	Thomas	
2021	QGI	President	

mailto:qgiwebsite@gmail.com


QGI Notes - Evening Meeting February 11, 2021
By Jacquie Griswold, Secretary

Lynn	Thomas	(President)	opened	the	virtual	Zoom	mee'ng	a	bit	acer	7:00	PM	due	to	technical	
difficul'es	with	our	Australia	speaker	and	a	Zoom	link	snafu.			

There	were	88	par'cipants.	

Birthdays:		Birthday	wishes	went	out	to	those	celebra'ng	in	February	but	this	segment	was	shortened	
due	to	our	late	start.		

Announcements	

•Mee'ng	links	will	ONLY	be	posted	in	the	member’s	only	sec'on	beginning	in	March.		Jenny	
Quilter	is	sent	to	a	very	large	distribu'on	list	and	the	mee'ngs	are	intended	as	a	benefit	for	
members.		

www.quiltguildindy.net		Sign	in		enter	your	email	and	password		MEMBERS		Go	to	Forum		
scroll	down	to	sec'on	MEETING	ZOOM	LINKS.				[FYI:	within	the	
Forum	you	can	also	find	the	Block	of	the	Month	paZerns,	recordings	
of	previous	Zoom	mee'ngs,	and	sign	up	for	a	Workshop].	(Note:	only	
paid	members	can	access	the	Forum)	

•Remember	to	pay	your	dues	$30	for	adults	and	$20	for	junior	quilters	
(age	12-high	school)	Send	Maureen	Welfen	a	check	in	the	mail	or	you	
can	pay	on-line	at	our	website	$32	(includes	$2	convienence	fee)	
www.quiltguildindy.net.	

•The	quilt	show	has	been	postponed	from	October	2021	to	a	date	TBD	in	2022	for	safety	of	the	
volunteers	planning	the	event	and	difficul'es	of	preparing	during		the	pandemic.		Look	at	the	
lis'ng	of	open	posi'ons	and	let	Nancy	Trullinger	or	Marcia	HackeZ	know	if	you	would	like	to	be	a	
part	of	this	important	event.	

•Anyone	who	needs	technology	help	with	Zoom	mee'ngs	or	website	naviga'on	ask	Leigh	Layton	
or	Diane	Burgan	for	assistance	at	qgiwebsite@gmail.com.	

•Next	month	program:	March	11	-	Adelle	ScoZ,	Tradi'onal	Quil'ng	with	Modern	Methods	and	in	
April	-	Maria	Shell,	from	Alaska,	tradi'onal	to	abstract	modern	quilts.	She	starts	with	tradi'onal	
blocks	and	blows	them	up	to	design	modern	quilts.		The	workshop	with	Maria	Shell	is	on	April	30.	

•Workshops	available	(sign	up	on	the	website)	

oMel	Beach	–	Crazy	in	Love	with	Free-MoGon	QuilGng	

Aug	14,	8:45	AM	–	4:00	PM	 This	is	a	zoom	workshop	

oCindy	Grisdela	–	Improv	Puzzle	Block	

Sep	11,	8:45	AM	–	4:00	PM	 Zoom	workshop	 	

oSpring	Retreat	balance	due	March	15th.		Contact	Maureen	Weflen	or	Chris	Berger	to	determine	if	
there	are	any	new	cancella'ons	(as	of	Feb11th	there	were	2	rooms	open).	

Trouble signing in 
to Member Forum 
on the website?  

Try closing the 
page and reboot 

and try again.

http://www.quiltguildindy.net
http://www.quiltguildindy.net


oFundraiser	–	the	Board	would	like	to	run	a	Trunk	Sale/Peony	Shop	event	this	summer	(outside	in	
a	parking	lot)	with	a	por'on	of	the	proceeds	going	to	the	Guild.		Anyone	interested	in	helping	to	
chair	or	coordinate	it	contact	Lynn	Thomas.	

oSew-in	–	As	many	bee’s	are	not	mee'ng	during	the	pandemic	and	people	are	missing	informal	
gathering	together	we	will	be	trying	to	facilitate	Virtual	sewing	'me	via	Zoom	connec'ons.	

oTues	Feb	16	from	2-4pm	

oSat.	March	6	from	11-1pm	

oMelissa	Snyder	(Bee	keeper)		

oOffered	to	help	any	bees	that	have	not	been	mee'ng	to	use	a	Zoom	link	to	reconnect.		
Melissa	would	help	get	you	set	up.	

oIf	you	would	like	to	start	a	new	bee	for	a	specific	purpose	or	just	because	you	aren’t	
currently	a	part	of	one	–	contact	Melissa	and	she	will	help	you	

oMelissa	wants	to	start	a	new	bee	to	“Sew	Suzy’s	Stash”,	star'ng	Monday	22	Feb.	let	
Melissa	know	if	you	are	interested	in	joining.	

BOM	2021:		Grandmother’s	Garden	paZern	from	Jeanne	Rae	cracs.com	will	be	used	this	year.		Each	
block	is	set	on	point	with	different	flowers	each	month	(good	way	to	use	scraps).		Those	who	
completed	the	January	block,	included	this	with	the	show	and	tell	por'on.	The	paZern	and	fabric	
requirements	for	2nd	month	can	be	found	in	the	Member	sec'on	of	the	website		under	a	Forum	
lis'ng.		

Breakout:		We	had	a	5	minute	period	to	talk	with	a	few	others.	Zoom	randomly	sorted	us	into	small	
groups	of	about	5	members	and	we	discussed	–	What	current	project(s)	are	you	working	on?			

Door	Prize:		On	www.quiltguildindy.net	home	page,	scroll	down	to	click	buZon	in	lower	right,	click	
Enter	for	Door	prize	and	enter	door	prize	word	given	by	Lynn	at	the	end	of	the	mee'ng	QuilGng	
Peeps.				

February	11th	Program:	

•Our	speaker	Lisa	Walton	came	to	us	from	Australia	.		(it	was	11	am	on	Friday	12th	for	her)	

•The	topic	“Leap	and	the	Net	Will	Appear”	that	shared	her	crea've	journey.	

•See	Lisa’s	youtube	channel	(LisaWaltonar'st)	for	Quilt	Stories	which	she	hosts.	Interviewing	1	
person	for	30-40	minutes	about	a	quilt	or	technic.		You	can	also	see	the	www.Cloth	in	
Common.com	reveal.		This	is	a	global	group	of	12	tex'le	ar'sts	that	challenge	each	other	with	
projects.	

•Lisa	has	traveled	extensively	and	led	tours	to	Japan	and	other	places	to	inspire	quilters.	

•She	is	a	prolific	producer	of	Facebook	and	youtube	content.		From	her	Facebook	page	you	can	
sign	up	for	an	on	demand	class	('me	of	your	choosing)	such	as	“Fantas'c	Fusion”	(no	sewing)	or	
“Aurora”	(beading	technics).		Normal	price	is	$45	but	by	using	the	code	LEAP	you	can	get	20%	
discount.	

http://www.quiltguildindy.net


•She	began	a	small	business	dying	fabric	but	has	expanded	into	many	other	things	such	as	
publishing	a	book,	releasing	a	2nd	electronic	book	and	incorpora'ng	many	things	into	her	quilts	
using	stencils,	stamps,	photos,	shibori.			

•She	is	available	to	mentor	anyone	interested	in	learning	about	wri'ng	scripts,	doing	voiceover,	
preparing	lectures,….	A	very	talented	lady	willing	to	share	what	she	has	learned.	

 

 

HOSPITALITY REQUEST
 

Connie Lancaster, aka Hospitality 
Committee, is accepting donated items 
for door prizes.   Items must be in good 
condition, things that quilters would 
enjoy.   Can drop off at Quilts Plus 
(https://www.quiltsplus.com) or call 
Connie Lancaster to make pick up 
arrangements.

Offering the Indianapolis Guild Free 
Shipping from the University of Sewing @ 

the Tailored Fit in Bloomington, IN 

QGI General (Night meeting) BOM
       led by Lynn Thomas, 

     2021 QGI President

 Check out details in the MEMBER 
FORUM         www.quiltguildindy.net

The Quilters Hall of Fame 
… opens on Tuesday, February 23 
with an exhibit from the Florida Quilt 
Study Group: An Antique Quilt Block 
Challenge. Participants took one of 
three antique blocks and incorporated 
it into a small quilt measuring 24” x 
24.” Each solution is unique in design 
and creativity. Please stop in and 
enjoy viewing these lovely little 
affirmations to quilters of the  past! 

Photo credit: Teddy McMahon Pruett 

http://www.quiltguildindy.net
https://www.quiltsplus.com


Upcoming QGI Evening Programs 

March 11 Meeting Speaker:  Adele Scott
Adele Scott has been sewing since she was five, like many of you, starting with doll 

clothes. Then began teaching Sewing while in High School; 
first through community programs, then for sewing machine 
companies and eventually for her own customers as a 
Bernina and Viking dealer for 18 years. As part of her  
involvement with machines, she has done machine repair on 
household and industrial machines which means she can 
troubleshoot machines in class so you can better know your 
machine and classes can move along smoother when issues 
develop. 

Her specialty is the breaking down of the process to help you 
master your machine and sewing techniques. She will patiently walk you thru a new 
technique. She will approach the process in as many ways as it takes until it clicks with 
her student. Her most asked for lecture, "My Favorite Tips, Techniques and products", 
has led to an online shop to help you find all those useful and innovative products! I'm 
always happy to hear your suggestions, comments, and questions that will make our 
sewing fun, trouble-free, and productive.

As a Westalee Promoted Instructor, she travels the US to help guilds, shops, and other 
groups to learn about this great method of quilting. She believes that “Free Motion with 
Rulers” on home machines is the most amazing way that we all can look like experts 
without the years of practicing. Ruler work is definitely here to stay! 

Her love for creating and passion for teaching naturally evolved into a lifelong learning 
about sewing machines, innovative techniques and products, and how to help you to do 
things easier and better. 

Lecture - Traditional Quilting with Modern Methods

Adele will take a traditional quilt and breakdown the parts with tips, techniques and 
products to make it easier to sew and achieve expert results. Learn modern methods for 
Triangles, Flying Geese, Heirloom Appliqué, fabric preparation, how to get proper sized 
blocks, the perfect 1/4", marking products and methods, glue vs clips vs pins, quilting 
options, etc. There are many other topics if you are looking for something specific. 

Her website is:  www.adelescott.com.  Please give it a look.

http://www.adelescott.com


April 8, 2021 Meeting Speaker:

Maria Shell ives in Anchorage, Alaska.  She has won multiple awards and fellowships, and 
shown her work all over the United States. In the fall of 2014, Maria was an artist in residence 

at the McColl Center for Art + Innovation in Charlotte, North 
Carolina where she worked with formerly chronically homeless 
individuals to build a community quilt celebrating their new 
home.  Her first book Improv Patchwork—Dynamic Quilts 
Made with Line & Shape was published in 2017.

Maria’s Website – www.mariashell.com

Lecture Description

Traditional, Art, Modern – Notes from the Field
Maria Shell started out as a traditional quilter, but soon found herself making abstract pieced 
art quilts that look surprisingly modern. Maria will share her personal journey in and about the 
traditional, art, and modern quilt movements. Can you be all three? 
Please look for more information on Maria on the QGI website - www.quiltguildindy.net

Workshop

Maria Shell – Blow It UP! 
Proportion and Scale
Friday, April 30, 2021

11 AM to 7:00 PM with a two-hour lunch
 
Using the traditional quilt block or other set of 
compositional lines (bridge, building, etc…) as 
your starting point we will enlarge and magnify 
the lines of the structure and use them as our 
skeleton for building a pieced composition. From 
there we will explore a variety of ways to create 
texture, pattern, and repetition in that space.

http://www.mariashel


QGI Evening Programs - 2021 & 2022
7 - 9pm on 2nd Thursday






QGI Daytime Programs - 2021
1 -3pm on 1st Friday*

QGI DAY Block of the Month (BOM)
Q1 led by Betsy LaBelle

 

 

Month Speaker Date Topic
March Nina Clotfelter

www.ninaquilts.com
Mar 5 Threads - What’s the Big Deal?

April Liz Johnson
www.sew4home.com

April 2 Color Mixing/Matching

May Jennifer Titus
www.zigzagcorner.com

May 7 TBD

June/ July Accomplish Quilting
www.accomplishquilting.com

June 25 TBD

August Beth Braun Aug 6 Appraisals

Sept Stephanie Cunningham
www.sissybellesews.blogspot.com

Sept  3 Trunk Show and Design Process

Oct Deb Geyer Oct 1 Fabric History

Nov Jean Dillow Nov 5 Hand Embroidered Quilts

Dec Holiday Party Dec 3 TBD

For details, go to the Member tab on the website, www.quiltguildindy.net 
and look for the post in the FORUM.

Got an idea for BOM of the month?  QGI Daytime is looking for a 
volunteer to run the next one, starting in May!  Contact Betsy LaBelle or 
Libby Gilbert.

http://www.quiltguildindy.net
http://www.ninaquilts.com
http://www.sew4home.com
http://www.zigzagcorner.com
http://www.accomplishquilting.com
http://www.sissybellesews.blogspot.com


QGI	Day	News	-	2/5/2021	

This month we celebrated Groundhog’s Day. Since the groundhog saw his shadow, we will 
have 6 more weeks of quilting! We can all celebrate that!

Zoom meetings would be accessed differently in March. Please see Announcements for 
specifics.

Program
Martha Higdon, our program speaker, gave us an excellent lesson and examples of 
straight-line quilting.  She discussed ways of doing the stitching by hand, on domestic 
machines and on long arms. She gave examples of types of threads to use, ways of 
marking the fabric, spacing, how to set up the machine and accessories that might be 
helpful.
Many members expressed a desire for workshops on the method.

Announcements
The quilt show has been moved to 2022 possibly still in October.  The committee will meet 
via Zoom February 21st at 2:00 and still has many opening for volunteers.

Maureen discussed the Spring Retreat. Everyone was assured that precautions will be 
taken to keep everyone safe.  Please bring items you’d like to have sharpened.
A mask contest is being organized with a theme of What Freedom Means to You.
 

Maureen Weflen Kay Jay
QGI Day Show and Tell - February 5, 2021



We offer top-qual i ty fabr ic , 
supplies, classes, kits and clubs 
for quilting and crafting, as well as 
long-arm quilting services!! 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram and 

online at:


www.quiltsplus.com
shop@quiltsplus.com

Joyce Blakely

http://www.quiltsplus.com
mailto:shop@quiltsplus.com


Margaret Duke - Workshop Placemats, Bonnie Hunter and Scrappy Quilts

Jeanette Bagley - Scrappy Quilt & a Cute Sleeping Bag for Granddaughter



Betsy LaBell Mary Slenski

QGI Day Meeting, March 5
Speaker: Nina Clotfelter

Nina Clotfelter has been sewing all her life. 
Starting with sewing clothing for many years, 
then getting “Bitten by the Quilting Bug”, as a 
close friend says. Nina is a Domestic Machine 
quilter and loves to share all the possibilities 
with you. When she discovered the Free Motion 
Quilting part of making a quilt…Nina’s life 
changed, the universe opened and Nina’s world 
was set right! This is her favorite part of the 
quilting process and she shares all the tips and 
tricks to make it easier for you to get going. 
Nina also enjoys hand work and showing you 
all kinds of way to be creative. You’re sure to 
learn a lot and have fun in one of Nina’s 
classes! Nina lives in Mobile, AL. She has a 
cheering squad of 4 grown children, (including 
2 amazing in laws), 2 sweet grandsons, and her 
husband of 34 years. Life is grand!

Email Show and Tell photos to Betsy LaBell at b_labell@hotmail.com or Libby Gilbert at 
elizgilb87@yahoo.com.

To access the meeting zoom link, log into our website (quiltguildindy.net), click on Members 

mailto:b_labell@hotmail.com
mailto:elizgilb87@yahoo.com
http://quiltguildindy.net/


RETREAT MASK CHALLENGE

Alas, with COVID-19 delaying us over and over and the vaccine beginning to become 
available depending on your age, the retreat is on the books for June 4-6, 2021, at the 
Farmstead Inn, Shipshewana, IN. The quilting area will be generous in size allowing for 
social distancing, including an 8’ table for each quilter. We are pretty certain we will still 
be wearing masks at that point.

The original retreat theme was “What Spring Means To You”. Well the theme has been 
changed to reflect what our Nation and World has been facing these past many 
months.  Instead of a name tag contest, we will be having a face mask contest. The 
mask needs to reflect what “Freedom Means To You”. We have included one pattern 
below (next page).  At the bottom of the mask pattern is a website for a variety of types 
and sizes of masks.  You may use any pattern you chose to make your mask.  In 
addition to the mask below, there are many different versions on JoAnn’s Fabrics 
website, and plenty of YouTube videos on constructing masks.  

You will have the opportunity to enter your name in a drawing for a door prize for each 
mask you have made yourself and wear during the retreat. You are encouraged to 
make a different mask for each day, if you choose.  We will have a drawing each day 
for prizes. If you choose to only make one mask, you may choose which day you would 
like to enter your name in a  drawing.
 
So, put on your thinking caps and reflect upon anything that you have experienced in 
your lifetime that has allowed you to feel free, bring back memories of family living or 
deceased, vacations, hobbies, etc. So, it will be fun and my hopes and wishes for this 
activity are to stir up conversations with others while sharing memories and to make 
friends, both old and new. 

If you have any questions, please text me at 317-709-6989 and please include your 
name. 

Have fun!
Chris Berger

June Retreat Balance Due March 15
Don’t forget to send your payment to Maureen Weflen!





15 REASONS FOR BUYING FABRIC* 

1. It insulates the closet where it is kept. 

2. It helps keep the economy going.  It is our patriotic duty to support cotton 
farmers, textile mills and fabric shops. 

3. It is less expensive and more fun than psychiatric care. 

4. Because it is on sale. 

5. A sudden increase in the boll weevil populations might wipe out the cotton crop for 
the next ten years. 

6. I’m participating in a contest - the one who dies with the most fabric wins. 

7. It keeps without refrigeration, you don’t have to feed it, change it, wipe its nose or 
walk it. 

8. I need extra weight in the trunk of my car for traction on snowy, icy roads.  This is 
important, even in Florida and Southern California—you never know when the 
weather will change. 

9. Because I’m worth it. 

10.Like dust, it’s good for protecting previously empty spaces in the house, like the 
ironing board, the laundry hamper and the dining room table. 

11. When the Big Earthquake comes, all the fabric shops might be swallowed into the 
ground and never be seen again. 

12.Stress from dealing with the Fabric Control Officer (my husband) made me do it. 

13. It’s not immoral, illegal or fattening.  It calms the nerves, gratifies the soul and 
makes me feel good. 

14.Buy it now before your husband retires and goes with you on all your shopping 
expeditions. 

15.A yard a day is all the fabric shops of America ask.

*found in Suzie Wetzel’s apartment 
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QGI Day 
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Betsy LaBelle 
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2021
All meetings will be held via 
Zoom until further notice.

Daytime Meeting
First Friday Each Month

1:00 PM

Evening Meeting
Second Thursday Each Month

7:00 PM

2021 QGI Board Meeting

qgiwebsite@gmail.com

Board meetings will be every other month 
from 6:30-8:30 via Zoom on the  Tuesday 
night before the Thursday night QGI 
meeting. In September, we will meet the 
Thursday one week prior to the QGI 
meeting. 

Meeting dates are Jan 12, Mar  9, May 11, 
July 6 (subject to change), Thursday Sept 2, 
(1 week before QGI meeting) and Tues Nov 9.

All paid members are welcome to link into 
the meetings via:

mailto:qginewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:qgiwebsite@gmail.com

